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AMENDMENTS 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system, comprising § niftph^^g readable Tnedi^m^ muw 
jnstruotions, executable b y an info rmation deviog, said instructions adapted to 
automatically manage : 

a database storing a plurality of objects; and 

a computer-based document management module adapted to: 

create a source document comprising the plurality of objects; and 
automatically and individually control a content, a plurality of 
content attributes, a usage permission, and a distribution permission of 
each of a plurality of objects in each of multiple documents derived from 
the source documen ts the dislributj on 

CQpnngroifti ppmis^jgn. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said document management module is further 
adapted to define a content, a plurality of content attributes, a usage permission, and a 
distribution permission of each of the plurality of objects of the source document 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
ad^ted to prevent modification of a content, a plurality of content attributes, a usage 
permission, and a distribution permission of each of the plurality of objects of the source 
document. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherem said document management module is further 
adapted to publish the soiirce document 

5. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
adapted to generate a derived document from the source docimient 
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6. (Originai) The system of claim 1 , wherein said document management module is further 
ad^)ted to derive each of the multiple documents from the source document 

7. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management 
module is further adapted to propagate a content, plurality of content attributes, usage 
permission, and distribution permission of the source document to each of the multiple 
documents derived from the source document 

8. . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management 

module is further adapted to prevent modii^cation of a content^ plurality of content 
attributes, usage permission, and distribution permission in each of the multiple 
documents derived from the source document 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
adapted to determine an identity of the source document from each of the multiple 
documents derived from the source document 

10. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
ad^ted to perform a bi-directional comparison of the source document and a derivadve 
document derived from the source document 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said document management module is further 
ad^ted to perform a bi-directional comparison of a first derivative document derived 
from the source document and a second derivative document derived from the source 
document. 
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1 2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
adapted to language-independently search the database. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said document management module is further 
adapted to generate an auxiliary document from the source document, the auxiliary 
document reflecting at least a portion of a structure of the source document, at least a 
portion of a content of the auxiliary document differing from a content of the source 
document. ' 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of objects of 
the multiple documents is stored only once in said database. 

1 5. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of content attributes comprises 
content formatting information. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of content attributes comprises 
content type information. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of content attributes comprises 
document structure information. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of content attributes comprises 
content creator information. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of objects of the 
source document comprises a text object. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of objects of the 
source document comprises a graphical object 

21. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of objects of the 
source document comprises an audio object. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of objects of the 
source document comprises a video object. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising a plurality of activides comprising: 
via a computer-based document management module: 

creating a source document comprising a plurality of objects, each of said 
plurality of objects stored in a database; and 

automatically and individually controlling a content, a plurality of content 
attributes, a usage permission, and a distribution permission of each of a plurality 
of objects in each of multiple documents derived from the source documen t, the 
distribution permission comprising a non-commercial permission . 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23» further comprising defining a content, a plurality of 
content attributes, a usage permission, and a distribution permission of each of the 
plurality of objects of the source document. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising preventing modification of a 
content, a plurality of content attributes, a usage permission, and a distribution 
permission of each of the plurality of objects of the source document. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising publishing the source document. 
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27. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising generating a derived document 
from the source document. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising deriving each of the multiple 
documents firom the source document. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, further comprising propagating a 
content* plurality of content attributes, usage permission, and distribution permission of 
the source document to each of the multiple documents derived from the source 
document 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, further comprising preventing 
modification of a content, plurality of content attributes, usage permission, and 
distribution permission in each of the multiple documents derived from the source 
document. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising determining an identity of the 
source document from each of the multiple_documents derived from the source 
document. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 23, fiirther comprising performing a bi-directional 
comparison of the source document and a derivative document derived from the source 
document. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising searching across the source 
document and each document derived from the source document. 
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34. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising generating an auxiliary document 
from the source document, the auxiliary document reflecting at least a portion of a 
structure of the source document, at least a portion of a content of the auxiliary document 
differing from a content of the source document. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein each of the plurality of objects 
of the multiple docummts is stored only once in said database. 

36. (Currendy Amended) A machine readable medium storing instructions, executable by an 
informadon device, for activities comprising: 

creating a source document comprising a plurality of objects, each of said 
plurality of objects stored in a database; and 

automatically and individually controlling a content, a plurality of content 
attributes, a usage p^mission, and a distribution permission of each of a plurality of 
objects in each of multiple documents derived from the source documen t, the distribution 
permission con^prji^ing a noti-comm^cial permissioa 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of claim J, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is ad^^ted to allow a user to search for a user-selected topic in each 
of the multiple documents and in the source document regardless of differences in 
language between the source document and at least one of the multiple document s, the 
computer-based document management module adapted to return all editions of the 
multiple documents having a same shell id entifier tinm ber as a found document that 
comprises the user-selected topic . 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is ad^ted to allow enforcement of instructions provided by an 
owner of the source docimient regarding legal use of the source document, the computer- 
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based documeat management module adapted to allow security properties to be modified 
to a setting in each of the multiple documents that is more restrictive than the instructions 
provided by the owner, 

39. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is ad£^ted to provide users of the source document with contact 
informadon of the owner for each of the plurality of objects of the source documents. 

40. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is adapted to, responsive to publication of the source document, 
lock all of the plurality of objects of the source document, the computer-based document 
management module adapted to allow an owner of the source document to edit objects in 
each of the multiple documents after the source document has been published. 

41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is ad^ted to, responsive to a selection by an owner of the source 
document, remove all rights of the owner regarding the source document but retain all 
original credits at an edition or object level of the source docume^^^ 

42. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is adapted to, responsive to a selection by an owner of the source 
document, enforce a right of the owner to require a user to include and retain contents of 
the source document in each of the multiple documents, the computer-based document 
management module adf^ted to allow the user to append an additional object into each of 
the multiple documents. 

43. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is ad^ted to, responsive to initiation of a search by a user, perform 
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a database query, and responsive to a determination that the database query has returned 
data, the computer-based document management module adapted to perform an Edition 
query that uses a Shell relationship to identify ail other Editions in a Shell of Editions 
returned in the database query. 

44. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the computer-based document 
management module is adapted to, responsive to entry of one or more search terms by a 
user, perform a database query, the query adapted to return to the user a search result in a 
different language from that of the one or more search terms. 

45. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the database contains a table that 
. links a content identifier to an identifier of a container object of the source document. 

46. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the usage permission comprises a by attribution 
security level, the by attribution security level adapted to build upon the source document 
without additional permissions so long as original credits remain in a new edition based 
upon the source document, the by attribution security level unchangeable by a user, the 
by attribution security level automatically, copied to derivative versions of the source 
document, the by attribution security level not user changeable in the derivative versions 
of the source document 

47. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the non-public permission causes a disclaimer to 
be printed in a front and back cover of each copy of each edition comprising the non- 
public permission, the disclaimer stadng that the edition has been created for private, 
non-public distribution. 

48. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the noncommercial permission causes a disclaimer 
to be printed in a front and back cover of each copy of each edition comprising the non- 
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public permission, the disclaimer stadng that the edition has been created for 
noncommercial distribution. 
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